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When we consider the meaning of international exchange, I think there are two
questions. The first is ‘Why do we need international exchange? And the second
question is ‘Why do we need an exchange involving one particular country? (At this
particular time, Russia?)’

After spending six days in Moscow, my answer to the first question should be “To see
everything with our eyes.’ None of the books told me more than the coldness I
experienced at Moscow. It is beyond my description how I was moved to see Red Square.
I had to think it is impossible to talk about Russia without visiting it.

Of course, when structuring a long-term relationship, it is true we need ‘Macro’
relationships, such as economic or political ones. However, regarding relationships with
Russia, I think we have much to do before thinking in strategic terms. Most Japanese
people, including my family or friends, never think of them as a reliable partner or
worthwhile counterpart. They say, ‘We cannot trust Russia as a good partner, because
they won’t keep promises as they didn’t in 1945.’ But I doubt, it is possible to get along
with any country by only seeing its strategy, policy, or government.

This relates to my second question as to the meaning of exchanges with Russia.



Usually, when thinking of international relationships, we tend to judge each country by
its government or policy: Communism before 1991, then collapse, and after 2000 Putin’s
dictatorship...these are the stereo-typed images we have regarding Russia.

Therefore, I became very surprised when I saw a statue of Karl Marx still standing in
front of the Bolshoi Theater, and a lot of crests of the USSR on almost every wall of
official buildings. When asked, a lady who became a guide for us answered, ‘We will
change them if we got the budget to do so.” Students from MSU answered ‘We simply
feel a “Natsukashii” sense about those ages.” It seems that they are not eager to deny
the past. Nor will they praise the past. Simply they do not think it is important whether
they change the hammer and sickle to the dual head eagle or not. Interestingly enough,
the USSR also did not destroy several churches or palaces, even after the revolution.
Treasures of the Romanovs remain as always in the Kremlin.

Maybe it was a misunderstanding to judge Russia only from the political aspect.
Russia is neither “Tsar’s Russia’ nor ‘Putin’s Russia.’ Russia is Russia. It won’t change
irrespective of its rulers. Considering Russia, we may have been too lazy and rough to
perceive that. For example about USA, we know its culture well. But how much do we
know about Russia except by President Putin? It is meaningless to regard it as an
unreliable country without trying to know its people. That’s why I think any exchange
with Russia 1s meaningful, especially in today’s world. All the relationships start not
from knowledge in books, but from experiences.

If governmental perspective is not essential, what did I feel important to know about
Russia? If politics and governments are not Russia itself, then what is the key to become
closer to Russia’s quintessence?

Though it’s a difficult question to answer, in my opinion, it seems to be ‘history’.

It’s not a history we learn in the classroom. Walking along the streets in Moscow, I
found plenty of historic monuments; these are not simply historic, but highly arguable
ones. The church built to memorialize the victory in 1812 against France, the statue of
the General who defeated Germany, the monastery used in the Polish-Russo
war...Moscow is the city built on her memories of victories against surrounding
countries. In Russia, history is much closer than it is in Japan. It’s not a problem of
whether the USSR or the Russian Empire won the war. Anyway it’s the victory of
Russia. Experiencing so many changes of power, Russian people may have gotten a
certain kind of flexibility to think Russia won’t change under any power.

When considering Japan, we usually don’t have such monuments in our cities. Our
capital--Tokyo is a history-scarce city, though he is 400 years old. Japanese people are

reluctant to accept continuity between us and ‘historic’ things. If I dare to say, in Japan



there is only one famous place having a similar function: Yasukuni Shrine. And maybe,
this difference itself causes us difficulties in understanding Russia. It’s a difference
between the country in which the only monument we have in Tokyo causes a big
problem and the country in which people are very calm, even when its president
declared an annexation of Crimea.

In the orientation session, I heard a famous phrase by Fyodor Tyutchev:"It’s impossible
to understand Russia by just reason....For Russia, we can only believe it.” It’s difficult to
understand Russia without knowing its people and their feeling, and it can be done only
by experiencing. When talking about this famous phrase, Dmitry, one of my friends in
Moscow, described his country as a woman; and then advised me to just come to Russia
many times. Now I understand: What I need is to make efforts to get closer to Russia. If
she is difficult to understand with just my reason, then I will love her from the bottom of
my heart. My first visit to Moscow was colorful for me—thank you for everything!
Especially I'm really grateful to professors, officials, and students of MSU.
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